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In this session we will discuss:

A G E N D A

Ensuring curriculum is hands-on and flexible

What a developmentally appropriate curriculum means 

How to use webbing to create rich, interconnected curriculum



Developmentally Appropriate Practice 
(DAP) is:

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/dap

an approach to teaching grounded 

in the research on how young 

children develop and learn and in 

what is known about effective 

early education. Its framework is 

designed to promote young 

children’s optimal learning and 
development.

DAP involves teachers meeting 

young children where they are, 

both as individuals and as part of 

a group; and helping each child 

meet challenging and achievable 

learning goals.

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/dap


3 CORE CONSIDERATIONS OF DAP

Knowing about child development and learning. Understanding what typical 

development and learning at different ages is a crucial starting point. This knowledge, 

based on research, helps us predict which experiences will support children’s learning 
and development.  

Knowing what is individually appropriate. What we learn about specific children 

helps us refine decisions about how to teach and care for each child as an individual. 

By continually observing children’s play and interaction with the physical environment 
and others, we learn about each child’s interests, abilities, and developmental 
progress.

Knowing what is culturally important. We must make an effort to get to know the 

children’s families and learn about the values, expectations, and factors that shape 
their lives at home and in their communities. This background information helps us 

provide meaningful, relevant, and respectful learning experiences for each child and 

family.

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/dap

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/dap


Knowing 
about child 
development 
and learning

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Lowfields-and-Edwards-stages-of-early-childhood-development-33_fig1_321491178

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Lowfields-and-Edwards-stages-of-early-childhood-development-33_fig1_321491178


Knowing what 
is individually 
appropriate



Knowing 
what is 
culturally 
important



• Uses all 5 senses

• Better retention

• Higher engagement

• Critical thinking

• Supports various learning styles

Hands-On Learning



Consider…



Birds

Feathers in 
sensory 

table

Make bird 
feeders

Listen to 
bird calls

Read:  Owl 
Babies

Glue 
feathers to 
our birds

Sing: Five 
Little 
Ducks

Different ways to web

Theme

Learning 
Goal

Question



Ask 
Yourself

• What are children interested in?

• What do children already know?

• How is this relevant to their lives?

• What do you hope children will learn?

• What are children ready to learn?

• How can children actively engage in 

their learning?



Winter

How do we 

keep warm in 

winter?

Chart:  What 

clothes keep us 

warm in winter?

Literacy

Sensory table: 

explore snow/ice 

with mittens

Sensory / Science

Add winter gear to 

dramatic play area

Social / Self-help

Can you put your 

_____ on before I 

count to ____?

Math / Self-help

Read: The Mitten 

by Jan Brett

Literacy

Add The Mitten 

story can to 

literacy area

Literacy

Discussion:  How do 

animals stay warm in 

winter?

Literacy / Science
Nature walk:  

collect items 

animals use to 

make a habitat

Science

Build habitats with 

nature items

Science / Fine 

Motor
Blubber 

Experiment

Science / Math

Chart outdoor 

temperature daily 

Literacy / Math / Science

Create a bear cave 

out of box

Art / Science

Read: Froggy Gets Dressed

by Jonathan London

Literacy

Mitten 

Match

Math



Fine Motor Manipulating 

zippers and buttons

Manipulating 

materials while 

building habitats

Putting on / off 

mittens

Animal molds with 

playdough

Literacy Read:  The Mitten 

by Jan Brett

Read:  Froggy Gets 

Dressed 

Chart:  What keeps 

us warm in the 

winter?

Story can:  The 

Mitten by Jan Brett

Science Sensory Table:  

snow and ice with 

mittens

Blubber experiment Nature walk to 

collect materials for 

habitats

Build habitats for 

various animals

Math Match mittens by 

color

Counting up to 20 in 

dressing race

Documenting and 

recognizing written 

numbers during 

experiments

Sorting winter 

clothes by type in 

housekeeping

Art Paint a bear cave Colored ice cube 

painting

Nature collage Paint dobbers

Big Idea for the week How do we keep warm in the winter?

Social Emotional Focus Self-help dressing skills



Curriculum planning 

with iCare



How can iCare 
support your 
curriculum planning?

• Customized lesson plans

• Ability to review

• Share with parents

Fine Motor Manipulating 

zippers and 

buttons

Manipulating 

materials while 

building habitats

Putting on / off 

mittens

Animal molds with 

playdough

Literacy Read:  The Mitten 

by Jan Brett

Read:  Froggy Gets 

Dressed 

Chart:  What 

keeps us warm in 

the winter?

Story can:  The 

Mitten by Jan 

Brett

Science Sensory Table:  

snow and ice with 

mittens

Blubber 

experiment

Nature walk to 

collect materials 

for habitats

Build habitats for 

various animals

Math Match mittens by 

color

Counting up to 20 

in dressing race

Documenting and 

recognizing 

written numbers 

during 

experiments

Sorting winter 

clothes by type in 

housekeeping

Art Paint a bear cave Colored ice cube 

painting

Nature collage Paint dobbers

Big Idea for the 

week

How do we keep warm in the winter?

Social Emotional 

Focus

Self-help dressing skills



Website

www.icaresoftware.com

Working Hours

Daily : 9 AM – 7 PM

Weekend : Closed

Email

sales@icaresoftware.com

Phone

978-266-0224

Contact us:
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