
WEBINAR

How to celebrate your students' unique 
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T H E  P R E S E N T E R



In this session we will discuss ways to develop a support 

plan through:

A G E N D A

Learn new ways to obtain information from families to learn more about 

your culture and traditions

Identify ways to reflect families' culture and traditions into the classroom 
in a more equitable way

Reflect on your program's Holiday Celebration policy



• How do you celebrate holidays and other 
special days in the classroom?  

• Do you have a policy?

• What is our purpose in incorporating holidays 
and other special days into our classrooms?

Holidays in Your 
School





LOK:
THANKSGIVING



SUNAH:
KOREAN DAY



MIKE:
HANUKAH



4 Year Olds

• Begin to remember 
last year’s 
experience

• See holidays 
through the eyes 
of their own 
experience

• Start to know that 
others celebrate 
other holidays

3 Year Olds

• Believes everyone 
celebrates they way 
they do

• May not remember 
the holiday the year 
before

• Understand holidays 
not by their 
meaning but by the 
activities

5 Year Olds

• Able to understand 
people celebrate 
different holidays

• Like the routine of 
holidays

• Enjoy being 
involved in 
preparations

2 Year Olds

• Build off of the 
excitement of others 
but do not 
understand holiday

• Easily over-
stimulated and not 
like the changes in 
their routines

Developmental Awareness of Holidays



Consider

• Blending holiday experiences into your regular 
routines and activity times

• Keeping the recognition to a day or two

• Choosing the experiences that connect to how those in 
your school celebrate

• Whether or not you will recognize all holidays or only 
those celebrated in your school?

• What is it you want children to gain out of the 
experiences?

https://www.pbs.org/kcts/preciouschildren/diversity/read_celebrating.html



Going Beyond Just 
Holidays



Consider…

• Holidays

• Special family events

• Daily routines

• Personal experiences

• Neighborhoods





“Funds of Knowledge are collections of 
knowledge based in cultural practices that 
are a part of families’ inner culture, work 
experience, or their daily routine. It is the 
knowledge and expertise that students and 
their family members have because of their 
roles in their families, communities, and 
culture.”

Allison McDonald

https://www.notimeforflashcards.com/2018/02/funds-of-knowledge.html



Benefits

• Children sharing about themselves 
through the curriculum

• Families feeling valued

• Families and school collaborating in 
greater ways

• Supports children’s understanding of 
curriculum

• Helps scaffold learning



How do you obtain 
information from 

families to learn more 
about your culture and 

traditions?



THREE WAYS 
TO OBTAIN 

INFORMATION

https://rise.as.tufts.edu/learn-indirectly-about-what-

families-know-and-do/



The power 
of stories



Observe, talk to 
and listen to 
children.

Check the types of transportation 
you have ridden on.

Car Train Bus Boat Plane

Sam

Juan

Kara

Lila

Maria

Mike 

1



Learn directly from families.2



Learn 
indirectly 
about 
families.

3



How do you use this 
information in your 
classroom?



What do you DO with this information?

Invite children 
to be the 
experts

1

Engage in 
conversations

2

Reflect 
information into 
classroom 
materials / 
visuals

3 4

Use the 

information 

as the 

examples to 

implement 

lessons



Winter



How do you 
enjoy the 
snow?





Not a one 
and done



http://rise.as.tufts.edu/plants-2/

http://rise.as.tufts.edu/plants-2/




rise.as.tufts.edu



https://rise.as.tufts.edu/wp-

content/uploads/2021/01/RISE-Professional-

Development-Guide-and-Materials.pdf



Website

www.icaresoftware.com

Working Hours

Daily : 9 AM – 7 PM

Weekend : Closed

Email

sales@icaresoftware.com

Phone

978-266-0224

Contact us:
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